
The Mission
• Introduce community college 

students to field research 
through intensive training and 
hands-on experience

• Support transfer to four-year 
institutions by fostering a 
supportive community of 
knowledgeable peers and 
mentors 



Program History

• Started in 2018 at UCLA

• Graduated 105 interns!! 2026 is 
cohort 8!
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May

• Choose 
projects

June

• Foundational 
concepts

• How to read 
primary 
sources

July

• Methods
• Field trip

August

• Preparing for 
giving a 
research talk

September

• Data analysis

October

• Data 
visualization

• Abstracts 

November

• Preparing 
research talks

December

• Research 
Symposium

• Experience process of research from 
start to finish.

• Prioritize the process over scientific 
findings.

Example of program layout:

Program Structure 



Program Components

1st Saturday of the month on ZoomMonthly Meeting

• Establish community
• Professional development workshops 
• Work on research project 

7-day excursion to NEON field site to assist scientists in 
data collectionFieldwork

• Supportive community, strong peer bonds, and opportunity to network with scholars at 
different levels

• Students exposed to a wide range of field methods by assisting others in data collection 
rather than conducting their own experiments

Students present research 
Research 

Symposium
• Students got to share their science with a larger community of interested scholars and 

network with other student researchers from around the state
• Supported but intensive review process of abstracts



Program Components

1st Saturday of the month on ZoomMonthly Meeting

• Establish community
• Professional development workshops 
• Work on research project 

July 13th – July 18th - excursion to the field site to assist 
scientists in data collectionFieldwork

• Supportive community, strong peer bonds, and opportunity to network with scholars at 
different levels

• Experience a wide range of field methods

Present your work
Research 

Symposium
• Your group will present your research by giving a research talk a virtual research symposium 

in December.



National Ecological 
Observatory Network 
(NSF-NEON)

• Team of ecologists and field biologists that collect 
environmental data across the country

• We are going to use their data in our research projects, and we 
are going to contribute to the data set when we go to the field 
with their scientists. 

Field Trip Overview 



Lodging: Wishon 
Village RV Park –

Sierra Nevada 
National Forest

• 6 Days – 5 Nights
• Tent camping
• Bathrooms & Showers

Trip Dates: July 13th - July 18th



We will provide: 
• Tent
• Sleeping bags & floor matt
• Food & cooking supplies
• Flashlights & other camping essentials
• Transportation to and from the field site



• Over the course of the program, we will disburse your 
$1,000 stipend.

• The stipend will be paid out in two payments. 
• Disbursement 1: $750 on June 28th after the Zoom 

field orientation 
• Disbursement 2: $250 on December 6th after the 

Research symposium 
• You must be in good-standing in the program at the 

time of payment to receive the disbursement. 

Program Stipend



To Remain in good standing you are expected to:

● Attend all 8 monthly meetings: The monthly meetings are mandatory 
and you are expected to attend these meetings. 

● Submit all assigned work by the given deadline 

● Communicate in a timely manner

Program Expectations 



Date: Meeting Type
May 2 9am - 2 pm: Monthly Project Development Meeting on Zoom.
June 6 9am - 2 pm: Monthly Project Development Meeting on Zoom.
June 27 9am - 2 pm: Monthly Project Development Meeting on Zoom.

(First Saturday in July is a holiday)
July 13th -18th Field Excursion!!
August 1 9am - 2 pm: Monthly Project Development Meeting on Zoom.
September 5 9am - 2 pm: Monthly Project Development Meeting on Zoom.
October 3 9am - 2 pm: Monthly Project Development Meeting on Zoom.
November 7 9am - 2 pm: Monthly Project Development Meeting on Zoom.
December 5 10am - 1 pm  Research Symposium

Program Schedule



• Can you apply if you will be 
starting at a 4-year institution in 
Fall 2026? - YES

• Can you apply if you already go to 
a 4-year institution? - NO

• Can you apply if you are an 
international student? - YES

• Will transportation be provided 
for the excursion? - YES

Requirements and FAQs



● Start early
● Type in a word document and then transfer
● Have a few people give you feedback
● Acceptances sent out in mid-April

Application Process
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